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A-76-1 & 2 

On Augtist 30, 1975, Wien A i r  Alaska F l i g h t  99,, a F a i r c h i l d  F-27B, 
crashed i n t o  a mountain while a t tempting t o  land at t h e  v i l l a g e  of Gambell 
on S t .  Lawrence I s l and ,  Alaska. The Nat ional  Transportat ion Safe ty  Board's 
i nves t iga t ion  of t h e  c ra sh  revealed t h a t  c e r t a i n  provis ions  of 14 CFR 139 
a r e  not being complied wi th .  Fu r the r ,  t h e  inves t iga t ion  d isc losed  t h a t  t h e  
runway at Gambell as well  as those  of many o ther  c e r t i f i c a t e d  a i r p o r t s  i n  
Alaska d id  not have adequate visual i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  markings. 

When F l i g h t  99 crashed, t h e  a i r p o r t ' s  r o t a t i n g  l i g h t  beacon had not 

S imi la r ly ,  several runway l i g h t s  were burned ,out  and some of 
been opera t ing  f o r  s e v e r a l  days; t h e  f a i l u r e  had been repor ted  t.o t h e  S t a t e  
of Alaska. 
t h e  runway l i g h t  supports were bent  o r  otherwise damaged. 
Notice t o  Airmen (NOTAM) had not been issued regarding t h e  condi t ion  of 
t h e s e  l i g h t i n g  systems. The Sa fe ty  Board be l ieves  t h a t  t h e  l ack  of t hese  
visual  a ids ,  e spec ia l ly  t h e  r o t a t i n g  l i g h t  beacon, may have been a f a c t o r  
i n  t h e  f l i gh tc rew ' s  failure t o  l o c a t e  t h e  runway during repeated at tempts  
t o  land .  

Moreover, a 

The above condi t ions were permit ted t o  ex i s t ,  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  provis ions  
of 14  CFR 139.47, 139.57, and 139.87, which spec i fy  t h a t  a i r p o r t  l i g h t i n g  
w i l l  be cleaned and replaced as necessary upon se l f - in spec t ion ,  and t h a t  
t h e r e  must be a repor t ing  system t o  insure  prompt co r rec t ive  a c t i o n  so t .hat  
systems a r e  maintained i n  operable condi t ions.  Fu r the r ,  14 CFR 139.69 
requ i r e s  t h a t  NOTAM's regarding these  a i r p o r t  condi t ions be issued t o  a i r  
c a r r i e r  users  of t h e  a i r p o r t .  

The Safe ty  Board i s  aware t h a t  Gambell and many ot.her c e r t i f i c a t e d  
a i r p o r t s  i n  Alaska are exempted from var ious  por t ions  of 14 CFR 139 which 
a r e  considered t o  be imprac t ica l  or not i n  t h e  publ ic  i n t e r e s t .  However, 
opera t ion  and maintenance of a i r p o r t  l i g h t s  and t h e  need f o r  t h e  issuance 
of NOTAM's were not exempted and are not considered imprac t ica l  t o  implement 
or enforce.  
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In addi t ion  t o  t h e  poor condition 
between the  runway a t  Gambell and i t s  immediate surroundings i s  poor, 
espec ia l ly  when v i s i b i l i t y  i s  low. 
threshold markings, touchdown zone mark 
i n  d i s t inguish ing  t h e  runway from surrounding t e r r a i n .  
fu r the r  reduced by snow i n  the w i n t e r  months. These conditions also e 
at  other a i r p o r t s  i n  Alaska irhich a re  c e r t i f i c a t e d  f o r  a i r  c a r r i e r  ope 

The Safety Board i s  aware of programs, including those by the  S t a  
Alaska, t o  upgrade a i rpo r t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  such as v i sua l  a ids .  W e  recogn 
t h a t  there  a r e  funding and seasonal l o g i s t i c s  problems; however, we b e l  
t h a t  some measures should be taken t o  raise the  l e v e l  of safety a t  these  
a i rpo r t s .  For instance,  runway cen te r l ine  markings and o ther  ident i fying 
markings, such as l a rge  wooden panels, b r igh t ly  colored pylons, and VASI' 
would increase g rea t ly  the  conspicuity 
and a t  o ther  Alaskan a i r p o r t s .  

I n  view of t he  above, t he  National Transportation Safety Board recome 

There a re  no runway cen te r l ine  markin 

Runway cont ras t  i s  

t h a t  t he  Federal  Aviation Administration: 

1. Insure t h a t  c e r t i f i c a t e d  a i r p o r t s  i n  Alaska comply with 
the  provisions of 1 4  GFR 139 -- spec i f i ca l ly  those pro- 
v i s ions  which require  t h a t  a i rpo r t  l i gh t ing  systems and 
similar equipment be maintained i n  an operable condi t ion 
and t h a t  NOTAM'S be issued regarding t h e  conditions of 
such items, as needed. (Class T I  - P r i o r i t y  followup) 

2. Expedite ex i s t ing  programs and i n i t i a t e  add i t iona l  
programs t o  i n s t a l l  and improve f a c i l i t i e s  at  c e r t i f i -  
cated a i r p o r t s  i n  Alaska so  t h a t  t he  v i sua l  conspicuity 
of runway environments i s  improved. 
f ollowup) 

(Class Ir - P r i o r i t y  

REED, Acting Chairman, McADAMS, THPYER, BURGESS, and H A U Y ,  Members, 
concurred i n  t he  above recommendations. 

Acting Chairman 


